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follow the precedent set abroad and become the spearhead
of revolution—whether to the right or  the left—proved
silly.*
Against the spread of doctrinaire Marxism, even in the
darkest days of 1932, stood the strong American faith in
democratic processes, the people's habit of hopefulness and
their distrust of "foreign" agitators. To the ballot box rather
than the soapbox most citizens looked when they wanted a
change* Here and there, in a few industrial centers, discontent
simmered beneath the lid: Seattle, for example, with its syn-
dicalist background and the activities in 1932 of its Unem-
ployed Citizens League, or Detroit after the city's credit
reached exhaustion and Father Charles E* Coughlin began to
fish in the troubled waters. But equally bad conditions else-
where were accepted with fortitude*
In New York City homeless men were sleeping in subway
stations; and in the hollow of an abandoned reservoir in
Central Park flourished a locally famous settlement of 1932
called "Hoover Valley/* whose inhabitants, feeding on stale
bread and the refuse of markets, gazed listlessly at Manhat-
tan's skyline ringed with half-empty skyscrapers. In Youngs-
town, Ohio, where open-hearth furnaces lately glowed with
the enterprise of a major American industry, derelicts by the
hundreds huddled for warmth in the structure housing the
municipal incinerator* Through the nation men were dwell-
ing in abandoned factories, freight cars on sidings or shacks
made of waste lumber and flattened tin cans. With their
women and children the uprooted tended to congregate on
the outskirts of town, living from hand to mouth. These
* One side of the story is given by Walter Waters, B.E.F.: the Whole Story
of the Bonus Army (N. Y., 1933) ; another by Herbert Hoover, State Papers
(W. S. Myers, ed., N. Y., 1934), II, 242, 274-275, and T. G. Joslin, Hoover
Off the Record (N. Y.t 1934), 269-275. Spurred by the powerful Legion
lobby Congress in January, 1936, overrode President Roosevelt's veto and
ordered immediate payment of tbe bonus. Needy veterans also received special
assistance from several New Deal agencies, including the Civilian Conservation
Corps and the Works Progress Administration.

